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What is Philosophy?

¢ Difficult question to answer because what philosophy is and
what philosophers do have changed over the centuries

In general, philosophy and philosophers examine fundamental
questions about ourselves, our actions, our beliefs, our
institutions, our society, etc.

In general, one can see philosophical questions arising from
experience and reflections on experience:

What is suffering? arises from experiences of sorrow and grief

What is real? arises from perceived differences in waking and dreaming
experiences

What is knowledge? arises from experiences of false claims
Who am I? arises from attempts to give meaning to our personal life

What action is right/wrong? arises from recognizing the joy/suffering
one’s actions have upon another
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1. Love of Philosophy

Philosophy literally means “the love of wisdom”

“Love” does not entail “possession” but rather “focus” or
“pursuit”. So, the lover of wisdom focuses his or her life on
wisdom--it is his or her passion

What is wisdom? For Plato, it was a virtue of the rational soul.

For Aristotle, it was this highest intellectual virtue...
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Four Suggestions for What Philosophy Is

Philosophy is the love and pursuit of wisdom
Philosophy is the pursuit of self-understanding

Philosophy is the attempt to rationally justify one’s fundamental
assumptions

Philosophy attempts to clarify basic concepts

Asian Tradition: philosophy is a way of thought arising from
and make complete (or true) in practice
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2. Wisdom as Self-understanding

® Socrates said one of the greatest virtues is to “Know thyself.”

He also said, “the unexamined life is not worth living.”

Being wise is the process of trying to understand oneself through
the rational examination of one’s beliefs and actions.

But wisdom is not just an introspective search for the truth, but
also the pursuit of virtue--of living a morally virtuous life. So,
knowing oneself also requires knowing one’s place in the human
and non-human world.

Wisdom is the ability to rationally utilize one’s knowledge
and experiences to guide one’s thoughts and actions toward
making oneself a virtuous, useful, and complete human
being within the human and non-human community.
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3. Philosophy Seeks Rational Justification 4. Philosophy Attempts to Clarify Concepts

When one asks questions like, “What is justice,” or “What is
freedom of the will?”” one must determine what one means by

. . . these concepts before one can answer these questions.
¢ Philosophy looks at our common assumptions underlying the

fundamental questions about ourselves, how we are to live in the In clarifying concepts, one must know what does or does not
world, and the nature of the world in which we live and seeks apply to the concept.

justification and reasons for these assumptions
Figuring out what does or does not apply to a particular concept

The attempt to justify our assumptions and beliefs is built upon often starts with the most obvious or self-evident observations.

the dialogue that ensues when one advances and examines From assumptions that seem obvious, we attempt to argue for or

arguments against certain conceptions. Sometimes, the philosopher will
reach conclusions which are not obvious, even after starting from
obvious assumptions.

The attempt is to break down hard questions and deal with them
clearly and precisely
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Why Read?
What Good Is Reading?

The Value of Reading

“Reading has cognitive consequences that extend beyond its
immediate task of lifting meaning from a particular passage.
Furthermore, these consequences are reciprocal and exponential in
nature. Accumulated over time— spiraling either upward or
downward—they carry profound implications for the development
of a wide range of cognitive capabilities.”

From: Cunningham & Stanovich. (1998). “What Reading Does for the Mind,”
American Educator.
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Rated Very Important by Employers
Percentage of employers who rate the following basic skills as "very important” for high school graduates:

1. Employers now rank reading and writing as top deficiencies in new hires. Reading comprehension 63%
English language 62%
Writing in English 49%

« 38% of employers find high school graduates “deficient” in reading comprehen- Wathematis 33"2
oreign languages %
sion, while 63% rate this basic skill “very important.” o neee
» “Written communications” tops the list of applied skills found lacking in high

1 and coll I like.
SChOO and co cge 8 aduates alike . .. . " Percentage of Employers Who Rate High School Graduates as Deficient
«» One in five U.S. workers read at a lower skill level than their job requires." in Basic Skills

» Remedial writing courses are estimated to cost more than $3.1 billion for large Writing in English

corporate employers and $221 million for state employers." Foreign languages
Mathematics

History/geography
Government/economics
Science

Reading comprzhension
Humanities/arts
English language

Source: The Conference Board, Are They Really Ready to Work?, 2006

Source: The Conference Board, Are They Really Ready to Work?, 2006

Directly quoted from NEA’s “To Read or Not to Read” (2007). (http://www.nea.gov/research/ToRead.pdf) Directly quoted from NEA’s “To Read or Not to Read” (2007). (http://www.nea.gov/research/ToRead.pdf)
Stephen E. Schmid Stephen E. Schmid

UW-Rock County Asian Philosophy UW-Rock County Asian Philosophy

Percentage of Employers Who Rate Job Entrants as Deficient in Applied Skills

Table 8D. Skill Deficiencies in College Graduates (Top Fi
anle ill Deficiencies in College Graduates (Top Five) High school graduates deficient in: College graduates deficient in:

Percentage of employers who rate two-year and four-year college graduates as deficient in basic and Written communication 81% Written communication
applied skills: Leadership 73% Leadership
Two-Year College Graduates Four-Year College Graduates Professionalism/work ethic 70% Professionalism/work ethic
Basic Skills Basic Skills Critical thinking/problem solving 70% Creativity/innovation
Foreign Languages 5 Foreign Languages Lifelong learning/self direction 58% Lifelong learning/self-direction
Writing in English Wiriting in English
Government/Economics Government/Economics
History/Geography History/Geography
Mathematics Science

Source: The Conference Board, Are They Really Ready to Work?, 2006

Applied Skills Applied Skills
Written Communications 47% Wiritten Communications 28%
Leadership 43% Leadership 24%
Professionalism/Work Ethic 31% Professionalism/Work Ethic 19%
Lifelong Learning/Self-Direction 28% Creativity/Innovation 17%
Creativity/Innovation 28% Lifelong Learning/Self-Direction 14%

Source: The Conference Board, Are They Really Ready to Work? (2006)

Directly quoted from NEA’s “To Read or Not to Read” (2007). (http://www.nea.gov/research/ToRead.pdf) Directly quoted from NEA’s “To Read or Not to Read” (2007). (http://www.nea.gov/research/ToRead.pdf)
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2. Good readers generally have more financially rewarding jobs.

« More than 60% of employed Proficient readers have jobs in management, or in
the business, financial, professnonal, and related sectors. Percentage of Full-Time Workers by Weekly Earnings and Reading Level in 2003

« Only 18% of Basic readers are employed in those fields.
. . . . . -$1,1 -$1, 1, -$1, i
« Proficient readers are 2.5 times as likely as Basic readers to be earning $850 or se50-51,149 $1150-81,449 $1,450-81,949 $1.950 ormore - Total earning $850

Proficient 20% 13% 13% 12% 58%

more a week.
Basic 12% 5% 2% 4% 23%
Below Basic 7% 3% 1% 2% 2%

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics

Percentage Employed in M ional Occupations, by Reading

Level in 2003

h

i Professional Total in either job
and financial and related category
Proficient 19% 42% 81%

Basic 8% 10% 18%
Below Basic 3% 4% %

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics

Directly quoted from NEA’s “To Read or Not to Read” (2007). (http://www.nea.gov/research/ToRead.pdf)

Directly quoted from NEA’s “To Read or Not to Read” (2007). (http://www.nea.gov/research/ToRead.pdf)
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3. Less advanced readers report fewer opportunities for career
growth.
7. Deficient readers are more likely than skilled readers to be out of the workforce.

* 38% of Basic readers said their reading level limited their job prospects. + More than half of Below-Basic readers are not in the workforce.
« 44% of Basic readers lack a full-time or part-time job—twice the percentage of

* The percentage of Below-Basic readers who reported this experience was 1.8 times 4 ’
greater. Proficient readers in that category.
* Only 4% of Proficient readers reported this experience.

of Adults Employed Full-Time or Part-Time, by 2003 Reading Level

g P

Proficient 78%
Basic 56%

Below Basic 45%

Table 8F. Percentage of Adults Who Said Their Reading Skills Limited Their Job
Opportunities, by Reading Level in 2003

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics

Prose literacy level Not at all Alittle Some
Below Basic 30% 13% 22%
Basic 62% 14% 15%
Intermediate 85% % 6%
Proficient 96% 2% 1%

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics
Directly quoted from NEA’s “To Read or Not to Read” (2007). (http://www.nea.gov/research/ToRead.pdf)

Directly quoted from NEA’s “To Read or Not to Read” (2007). (http://www.nea.gov/research/ToRead.pdf)
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Value of Studying Philosophy

e “The great virtue of philosophy is that it teaches not what to
think, but how to think. It is the study of meaning, of the
principles underlying conduct, thought and knowledge. The skills
it hones are the ability to analyse, to question orthodoxies and to
express things clearly. However arcane some philosophical texts
may be - and not everybody can come to grips with the demands
of Austrian logical positivism - the ability to formulate questions
and follow arguments is the essence of education.”

Why Study Philosophy?

Times of London, August 15, 1998 (in reference to philosophy in
the U.S.A.)
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Value of Studying Philosophy Value of Studying Philosophy

® Guide to the Graduate Record Examination Program, 1996-1997

e Chronicle of Higher Education, 1985 On the GRE, Philosophy majors scored

Philosophy majors scored * Higher than every other major in the Humanities and Arts

8.7% better on the LSAT ° g(lighei.thanBeve.:ry majo(ri in the S(l).c1taldS01egltiles, Life Sciences,
11% better on the GMAT ucation, Business, and majors listed as er

17% better on the verbal section of the GRE e Only majors to have higher mean scores than Philosophy on

4.6% better on the quantitative section of the GRE the combined GRE sections are (in order): Physics and
Astronomy, Mathematical Sciences, Materials Engineering,
and Chemical Engineering
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Value of Studying Philosophy, 2002-05

® Guide to the Graduate Record Examination Program, 2002-2005
On the GRE, Philosophy majors scored (mean)

¢ Higher than every other major in Life Sciences, Physical
Sciences, Engineering, Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts,
Education, Business, and Other Fields on the Verbal and
Analytical Writing sections

® Only majors to have higher mean scores than Philosophy on
the Quantitative section of the GRE are: Physics and
Astronomy, Mathematical Sciences, CS, Chemistry, all
Engineering majors, Economics, and Banking and Finance
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Initial Questions

Humans suffer.
1. Why does suffering arise?
2. How can suffering be overcome?

3. How does one come to have knowledge about overcoming
suffering?

4. When does one know that one’s philosophy is true?
5. Is there one true philosophy?

6. How ought one to live?
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